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5" Anniversary of the Pontificate of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI

Message of H.E. the Apostolic Nuncio

d

= d' Y w [ ¥} =Y d'
asulN 5 urisanaNsvesaaanseaunzithihiuuana N 16

d v av o
ﬁ1ﬁumﬂﬁlﬂﬂﬂﬂ§ﬂﬂlﬂ!ﬂ“ﬂ31ﬂﬂuﬂ§$ﬂ1ﬂ5$l‘nﬂvl‘ﬂﬂ

The Successor of St.Peter the Holy Father celebrated his fifth
Anniversary as Pope on 19 April 2010, serving and preserving the Church
instituted by Christ as to His will and command. Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger,
the then Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith was elected
to be the Pope on 19" of April 2005. The Pope chose his name to be Benedict
XVI tracing back to the Benedictine traditions and spirituality.

Pope Benedict XVI has been guided by the Spirit of the Lord to enrich
all the nations with three encyclicals. Deus Caritas Est (2005). Spe Salvi
(2007) and the latest Caritas in Veritate (2009). Deus Caritas est, starts
with “God is love and he who abides in love abides in God and God abides
inhim” (1 Jn 4:16). These words express a deeper sense of the intrinsic link
between the love of God and the reality of human love, in other words ‘love
of God and love of neighbor’. “Spe Salvi”, introduces itself with the words.
“in hope we are saved” (Rom 8:24). It is by the virtue of hope, a trustworthy
hope, that we can face the present and move towards the goal of redemption,
the salvation. “Caritas in Veritate”, the recent encyclical of Pope Benedict
XVI, teaches us that love - Caritas - is an extraordinary force, which leads
people to opt for courageous and generous engagement in the field of justice
and peace. It continues by saying that charity is everything because everything
has its origin in God’s love, everything is shaped by it, and everything is
directed towards it. Love is the greatest gift to humanity: it is His promise
and our hope.

On this joyful occasion of the Fifth Anniversary of the Pontificate of
Pope Benedict XVI, as we remember His Holiness in a special way,
conveying our filial wishes and sincere felicitations to him, let us pray to
Almighty God that He may continue to bless our beloved Holy Father. Pope
Benedict XVI.

Let me add a few words to express my sincerest gratitude to all my
friends in Thailand - bishops, priests, religious, lay people - at the end of my
almost seven years mission in this beloved country.

Ever since my arrival in this beautiful Land, rich in great religious and
cultural values, I have been fascinated and touched by the courteous, smiling
and friendly welcome of the Thai people.

I thank Almighty God for all benefits received during my humble
mission in Thailand. Departing for the next mission in India, enriched by the
experience and friendship made here. I carry with me innumerable happy
memories of this unforgettable period of my life in this great country, Thailand.

The people and the Catholic Church of Thailand will have forever a
special place in my heart and prayer. God bless you. Khop Khun Krub.

Your Sincerely in Christ

(Archbishop Salvatore Pennacchio)

Apostolic Nuncio
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