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“A light will shine on us this day, the Lord is born
for us!” (John 1:9)

In this Christmas season I wish to express my personal happiness in being
back in Bangkok where I have already had the great privilege to serve as
Secretary of the Apostolic Nunciature at the end of the eighties, and, now as the
new Apostolic Nuncio to Thailand, to be able to greet all of you dear readers
and benefactors of Udomsarn. The Day of the Birth of Our Lord (Nativitate
Domini) evokes in each one a deep feeling of love, joy, peace, hope, and
joyfully we join the choirs of angels singing, “Glory to God in the highest and
peace to his people on earth!” (Lk. 2:14)

We have to continue to contemplate, filled with wonder and gratitude, this
mystery of love and light. The Gospel tells us the profound message of God’s
plan of salvation for us. With the first shepherds who came to see Jesus in the
manger after hearing the message of the Angels: “let us go to Bethlehem” (Lk
2:15), for there we shall find our hope. The great feast of Christ’s nativity
celebrates the closeness of God to us, in fact Jesus was born into our ordinary
life. Christmas is the story of how much God loves us — sending His only

begotten Son to save us.

The Church, like the Blessed Mother Mary, offers the world Jesus, the Son
whom she herself has received as a gift, the One who came to set mankind free
from the slavery of sin. Like the Virgin Mary, the Church does not keep Him for
herself only: she offers Him to all those who seek Him with a sincere heart,
especially those who are in need, afflicted or victims of violence and injustice,
who yearn for truth, reconciliation and peace. Today too, in a world which
seems to be particularly affected by a moral crisis, the Church, in faithful solidarity
with mankind, repeats with the shepherds: let us go to see the Lord who is born
for us! With Him, let us be bearers of peace and love and tell all about His

goodwill towards others all around us. Let His light guide our way.

May the Prince of Peace brighten our hearts and lighten our ways as we
celebrate His birthday. I cordially wish you all my sincere greetings for a Blessed
and Holy Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year 2011. To everyone,
to all families, I beg the Infant Jesus to shower upon you His abundant blessings

of joy, love, peace, and hope.

(Archbishop Giovanni d’Aniello)

Apostolic Nuncio

Given in Bangkok, at the Apostolic Nunciature, December 2010
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