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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2013

Christmas is an Encounter with God

It’s Christmas! The happiest and a most wonderful time of the year, a time
of peace and joy, of love and hope.Christmas is time for big events! Also time for
a change!

The Holy Father Pope Francis in his homily on the first Monday of Advent,
last December 2™ instant, reflected on the season of Christmas, explaining that
it is a time to encounter the Lord in faith, and allow him to renew our lives. He
said: “Christmasisn’t just a temporal celebration or the memory of a beautiful
event; Christmas is more...Christmas is an encounter! Letting ourselves be
encountered by God means just this, to let ourselves be loved by the Lord!”(Pope
Francis, 2 Dec. 2013)

Even centuries ago, Pope Leo the Great (440-461), had also expressed in
his sermon on the Lord’s Nativity, “Exult in the Lord, dear people; lift up your
hearts in spiritual joy, for the day of redemption is being renewed, the day of
age-long expectation, of the announcement of the happiness that has no end.”
(Pope Leo the Great, 20" sermon on the Lord’s Nativity P.L., 54, 193).

We hear an unending invitation to hasten our steps along the roads to the
town of Bethlehem, which are the roads of peace for us. We hear the Christmas
angel who told the shepherds the great glad tidings, ‘I proclaim to you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people!’And there was a multitude of the
heavenly host with the angels praising God, “Glory to God in the highest and
on earth peace to all mankind!” A universal blessing has been poured forth upon
the earth.

Christmas is an encounter with God. With such a wish and a prayer, without
delay and in faith, let us go to encounter God in Mary and Joseph before the crib
of our Newborn Savior, Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace. We join the humble
shepherds from the hills around Bethlehem who came in haste to see the Babe
whom the angel told them they will see and they believed the good news;and
the Wise Men from the East came to offer their gifts. You see they all came in
haste with open hearts and encountered God and so God encountered them!
God filled their hearts with lasting joy and peace, love and hope. Isn’t that what
our hearts deeply desire?

True peace, love, hopeand joy cannot come save from God. It has only one
name: the love and peace of Christ. Jesus is the Prince of Peace. At his birth the
angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth to men of good
will.”

Let us pray to the Lord Jesus, tiny and defenseless as he appears before us
in the crib, to inspire in every heart tenderness, mercy, compassion and
forgiveness. Let there be peace on earth among men of good will!But peace is
also our responsibility- yours and mine.

Merry Christmas! It is a great joy and a pleasure for me to greet you all, the
readers and benefactors of this monthly newspaper, Udomsarn. May sincerest
best wishes to all and to your dear family. I wish you a happy and prosperous
New year 2014! May Jesus brighten your life and fill it with long lasting peace
and happiness.

Given at the Apostolic Nunciature, Bangkok, on 8 December 2013, Feast of
the Immaculate Conception.
Archbishop Paul Tschang In-Nam,

Apostolic Nuncio
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